2 go                          Men of anecdotes.                   [Sept. 24.
hero.    I drank of it.   The water is admirable.   On the shore are many stones full of crystallizations in the heart.
Though our obliging friend, Mr. M'Lean, was but the young laird, he had the title of Col constantly given him. After dinner he and I walked to the top of Prieshwell, a veiy high rocky hill, from whence there is a view of Barra,—the Long Island,—Bernera,—the Loch of Dunvegan,—part of Rum — part of Rasay, and a vast deal of the isle of Sky. Col, though he had come into Sky with an intention to be at Dunvcgan, and pass a considerable time in the island, most politely resolved first to conduct us to Mull, and then to return to Sky. This was a very fortunate circumstance ; for he planned an expedition for us of more variety than merely going to Mull. He proposed we should see the islands of Egg, Muck, Col, and Tyr-yi. In all these islands he could shew us every thing worth seeing; and in Mull he said he should be as if at home, his father having lands there, and he a farm.
Dr. Johnson did not talk much to-day, but seemed intent in listening to the schemes of future excursion, planned by Col. Dr. Birch1, however, being mentioned, he said, he had more anecdotes than any man. I said, Percy had a great many; that he flowed with them like one of the brooks here. JOHNSON. ' If Percy is like one of the brooks here, Birch was like the river Thames. Birch excelled Percy in that, as much as Percy excels Goldsmith.' I mentioned Lord Hailes as a man of anecdote. He was not pleased with him, for publishing only such memorials and letters as were unfavourable for the Stuart family5. ' If, (said he,) a man fairly warns you, " I am to give all the ill; do you find the good;" he may : but if the object which he professes be to give a view of a reign, let him tell all the truth. I would tell truth of the two Georges, or of that scoundrel, King William2. Granger's
1 Sec ante, \. 184.
° Johnson seems to be speaking of Hailes's Memorials and Letters relating to the History of Britain in the reign of 'James I and of Charles I.                                                               3 Sec ante, ii. 391.
Biographical fast, that as one ceases to be heard another begins.' Piozzi Letters, i. 157.
